G

(or Luttle M; ns /

/ he
Meanmgful Conversat;o,, / Peac rs
for a Brighter Tomorroy ' b

Homeschool f
75 Open-Ended Questions to Spark

Curiosity, Build Connection, and Encourage Caregivers |
Big Thinking in Preschoolers \—;

»

Kindness
C ‘J,Y{—‘i:.‘-eﬂfie Communicatiop,
reali vity Brighter

By Retired Teacher

Ronnette Curls

For Teachers % Parents & Homeschool % Everyday Moments Matter!



Open-Ended Questions )

1. Questions for Right Now

M:out what the child can see, touch, or hear in the rrmrnent

Best for a quiet five minutes on the rug, in the bedroom, or in the car at a red light.

o Tell me about the softest thing you can see.
What is one thing in this room that you really like,
and what makes you like it?

9 Tell me about your favorite color and where you see it.

What is one sound you hear right now, and what does it sound like?

9 Tell me about one thing in this room that is your size.
o Tell me about the smallest thing you can see right now.

&

0 What does your favorite color make you think of?

10
11

@ Tell me about the warmest thing near you.

What is one thing in this room you have not played with
in a long time? Tell me about it.

Tell me about a sound something in this room makes
when you tap it.

What is one thing in this room that matches your shirt?
Tell me about it.

What is one thing you wish you could pick up right now,
and what would you do with it?

@ What is one round thing you can see? Tell me what it does.

EB

What do you smell right now, and what does it remind you of?

If you could give one thing in this room a name,
what name would you pick, and why?

Little Questions
Lead to Big Thinking/
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Teacher Tip:

Give children time
to think, listen
without interrupting,
and encourage
them to share more
by saying:

“Tell me more.”
“What makes you
think that?
“What else
do you notice?”
“Can you show me?”
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Connections! For after school or daycare, the shack-on-the-couch moment We Listen! ||
v when the kid is still warm from the day and the memory is fresh. N,
Short, concrete, focused on one thing at a time. e
@ Tell me about something you ate today that you really liked. .
@ Who did you play with today, and what did you play? Listen
@ Tell me about one thing you made today. As‘f
What was the funniest thi body said tod Be Curwffre
b dl was unnie Ing some y said today,
and what made it funny? Show You
AN ALY . Make Time
What is one thing you did today that you want to do again for Their
tomorrow? Tell me why. .
Stories
@ Tell me about a song you sang today. V)
What is ene thing your teacher did today that made you smile? E‘Jer)' Day
Tell me about it. Is a rth
@ Tell me about what you did at recess today. St&?a:?:g‘

&Y ), What is one toy at school that you love? Tell me what you do with it.

 ©

@ What is one thing somebody at school is good at, and how do you know?
@ Tell me about something you played today that was your own idea.

@ Tell me about something somebody shared with you today.

@ What is one thing that surprised you today? Tell me what happened.

(“1° 1) Tell me about a quiet moment from today.

@ Tell me about one thing you did today that you are proud of.

v Every Day Has a Story! ¢

' Listen today. Brighter tomorrows aheagq '




&
Open-Ended Questions ...
" Questions for the Car or the Wajk meg:“""i
For the captive-audience window. The kid is strapped n looking around, Euerywhere:
and you have a couple of minutes of soft attention. Y
Use these as conversation starters that don't require eye contact.

Tell me about the first thing you see out the window.

Tell me about one tree you can see from here.

What is one thing on the road that you have never noticed
before? Tell me about it.

What animal would you like to see right now, and what would
they be doing?

What is one cloud that looks like something else?
Tell me what it looks like.
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Tell me about one sound you hear in the car right now.
Tell me about one car you saw today that you liked.
Tell me about one house we passed that looks interesting to you.

What is one thing outside that is moving really slowly?
Tell me what it is doing.
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What is one thing outside that is moving really fast?
Tell me what you think happens next.

Tell me about the prettiest thing you can see outside.
What color of car do you wish ours was, and why?

Tell me about one thing in the sky right now.
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What is one thing on the sidewalk you would stop and look at?
Tell me why.
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Tell me about one new thing you noticed on this trip.
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Great Questions
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For the slow, calm part of the day when the k:d is wmdmg down
and ready to reflect on something small.
These questions land softer because the moment is softer.,

ary Questlons

Tell me about your favorlte part of today. Swé.etgad to :

Tell me about one thing you want to do tomorrow. v
Tell me about something that made you laugh today. ﬂg

What is one thing you are happy about right now?

Tell me why. : Small
Questions

What are you excited to see when you wake up? Make

Tell me about it. Bi

What is one thing somebody said to you today Connections!

that you remember? Tell me about it.

Tell me about the best part of lunch/dinner tonight.

Tell me about one thing in your room that you really love.

1 Tell me about one stuffed animal you have been
0 thinking about.

Tell me about one thing you saw today that was really beautiful.
Tell me about something you wish we could do tomorrow.

What is one thing you hope happens when you fall asleep?
Tell me about it.

Tell me about one tiny kind thing somebody did today.

) What is one thing you are grateful for tonight?
. Tell me why.

Tell me about a good dream you remember.
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open-Ended Question
 Wondering an and Sllly@

For the goo:geslot Preschoolers are inventors! These give them the floor.
Ask one when the day has been hard and you both need a smile, or
at the dinner table when the food is goaﬁ:'ld nobody is in a rush.

If you could be any animal right now, which one would you pick,
@ and what would you do?

' @ If your stuffed animal could talk, what would they say to you?

@ Tell me about the silliest sound you can think of,

— e
.1 If you could fly anywhere right now, where would you go, €
{f ., and what would you do there? g (

If you could pick a new name just for today, what would it be, 4“ E “

and why?
@ What would a unicorn eat for breakfast, and how would they eat it? "¢ ‘ v _

If you could turn into a bird for an hour, where would you fl N
@ and what would you see? b * .

If you invented a new ice cream flavor, what would be in it,
and what would you call it?

°)) What is the funniest thing a frog could say, and how would it say it?

r

' /= If you had a pet dragon, what would you name it, and
A :
%

what would you it?

If your shoes could walk by themselves, where would they go,
and what would they bring back?

e

@ What does the moon do during the day? Tell me where it goes.

_ @ If you could have a tiny house in a tree, what would be inside,
A and who would visit you?

G W‘) If you could give a flower a voice, what would it sing about?
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@ Tell me about the silliest thing you can imagine right now.
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